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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a 
typographical error in line 22. "anon-enhanced" should be replaced with "a non- 
enhanced". Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a 
typographical error in line 2. "over apt a" should be replaced with "over a". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

3. Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is a 
typographical error in line 8. there is a hanging period after "data". Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 1-1 1, 13-17 and 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Regarding claim 1, the limitation "employing the second type of message ..." in 
line 13-17 renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the existing LSP are 
kept or not in either EMPLS portion and MPLS portion. 
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7. Regarding claim 1 1, the phrase "determining whether the method operates within" 
in Une 21 renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear how a step in a method can 
have limitations on the method itself. It is recursive and unclear. 

8. Regarding claim 15, the phrase "a kind of data" in line 7 and "the kind of data" in 
line 8 render the claim indefinite because it is unclear exactly what it means. The 
specification discloses about FEC in page 3, 6, 9, 15 and 18. Examiner could not find 
any disclosure regarding FEC based on a kind of data included with each packet and 
identifying the kind of data included in the received packet. 

9. Regarding claim 25, the limitation "using the second type of message ..." in line 
16-21 renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the existing LSP are kept 
or not in either EMPLS portion and MPLS portion. 

Claim Rejections '35 use §103 

10. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

11. Claim 15-17, 20-22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goguen et al. (US 6,665,273) in view of Reeves et al. (US Pub. 
2002/0080794). 

Regarding to claim 15, Goguen teaches a router for forwarding packets to a final 
destination over an Multi-Protocol Label Switching (MPLS) network, comprising: a 
transceiver for receiving and transmitting each packet of one or more flows of packets 
from a source to a destination (R's in Figure 2); a labeler 122 for labeling each packet 
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with a label; a pathmaker 120 for assisting in establishing a label switched path along 
which each packet is forwarded between an ingress router and an egress router of the 
enhanced Multi-Protocol Label Switching (MPLS) network, wherein the label switched 
path corresponds to the label of each packet; a reserver for assisting in reserving 
resources along the label switched path (Column 2 Line 41 - Column 3 Line 5), wherein 
the reserver further assists in dynamically modifying resources reserved along the label 
switched path while avoiding establishing a new label switched path (Column 8 Line 3- 
6); and a scheduler that forwards each received packet along the label switched path 
towards the egress router, wherein the egress router removes the label and forwards each 
packet (Column 3 Line 18-20). Goguen, however, does not teach explicitly a label 
according to a forwarding equivalence class (FEC) that corresponds to the label, wherein 
the forwarding equivalence class (FEC) is based on a kind of data included with each 
packet and wherein the labeler examines the label of the received packet to identify the 
kind of data included in the received packet. Reeves teaches a label according to a 
forwarding equivalence class (FEC) that corresponds to the label, wherein the forwarding 
equivalence class (FEC) is based on a kind of data included with each packet and wherein 
the labeler examines the label of the received packet to identify the kind of data included 
in the received packet [0038]. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
modify Goguen to label according to a FEC as taught by Reeves in order to comply with 
MPLS standard [0057]. 
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Regarding to claim 16, Goguen teaches the pathmaker 120 and reserver (label 
allocation module in Column 2 Line 3) operate independently from one another while 
maintaining a common association according to the label. 

Regarding to claim 17, Reeves teaches a label information base 1 10 that 
stores a list of labels and a mapping of a relationship between each label 1 12g and 
forwarding equivalence class (FEC) 112. 

Regarding to claim 20, Goguen teaches the reserver assists in using RS VP 
(Resource Reservation Protocol) to reserve resources along the label switched 
path for packets of the same flow (Column 2 Line 41 - Column 3 Line 5). 

Regarding to claim 21, Goguen teaches the reserver assists in transmitting a 
message to reserve the resources along the label switched path, wherein the 
message includes the label (Column 2 Line 41 - Column 3 Line 5). 

Regarding to claim 22, Goguen teaches the label is a first label and the 
reserver assists in transmitting a message for reserving resource that includes 
a second label such that the message follows the label switched path but is 
discerned from packets containing the first label (Column 8 Line 41-47). 

Regarding to claim 24, Goguen teaches the transceiver, labeler, pathmaker, 
reserver, and scheduler are enabled to operate as an ingress enhanced label 
switching router, an intermediate enhanced label switching router, and an egress 
enhanced label switching router (R's in Figure 2). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claim 1,11 and 25 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

13. Claim 2-10, 13, 14, 19 and 23 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-11, 13-17 and 19-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clemence Han whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571^273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Clemence Han 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 
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